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Abstract Approximately 28% of the United States adult population has hypertension and 
that prevalence increases sharply with advancing age reaching nearly 78% by age 
75. Drugs that block the rennin-angiotensin system have now become the most 
common form of antihypertensive medication with nearly 70 million prescriptions written 
in the US every year. Blockade of this system effectively lowers blood pressure and 
appears to have many beneficial effects; however our previous research has shown 
that among its negative effects, blockade may also inhibit angiogenesis and produces 
rarefaction of the microcirculation. This talk will summarize studies aimed at 
investigating the mechanisms by which blockade of the renin-angiotensin system 
produces this effect in vivo using genetically engineered rat models.
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